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Troy Hicks

Laura Gabrion

As reported in January 2022 by The New York Times,
“Parents, activists, school board officials and lawmakers
around the country are challenging books at a pace
not seen in decades” (Harris & Alter, 2022). Also, in
January 2022, NBC News argued that “[b]ook bans
in schools are catching fire. Black authors say uproar
isn’t about students” (Bellamy-Walker, 2022). And, the
PBS NewsHour has offered a number of reports in late
2021 and into the early months of 2022, highlighting
a “cultural schism” as shown in the findings from a
recent American Library Association report (Brown et
al., 2022). Book bans, based on the data and the rising
temperature in public debate, are becoming more and
more prevalent in the past two years than during comparable times in recent history.
So, what’s going on here? And, more importantly,
what’s at stake?
What’s going on, succinctly, is that culture is an
ever-evolving set of norms and expectations where
individuals and communities are in a constant state of
negotiation over what we deem to be “appropriate” in
any given context with our values of free speech and
the right to choose what is best for us as individuals.

Kathy Lester

Andy Schoenborn

As parents and community members work to reconcile
their own deeply-held beliefs with what they might
perceive to be a threat to their own children’s well-being (or the community’s children, more broadly), there
are bound to be tensions. The latest iterations of these
battles are now playing out in concerns about silencing LGBTQIA+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
queer/questioning, intersex, asexual/ally, and a number
of other identities) and BIPOC (Black, Indigenous,
and people of color), and have also had parallel battles
related to many recent political issues, especially those
in schools, such as bans on transgender student athletes
and critical race theory.
What’s at stake then is that the battles are the same as
they ever were, just taking on a renewed form. In the
sense that we want all of our students to love reading
and to give them choices in what they read (and, in
turn, then write about), this is a matter of meeting
each student where they are at in their literacy journeys. In other words, as literacy educators, we have a
professional responsibility to provide access to diverse
voices found in books, even if—or, perhaps, we could
say especially if—those books deal with difficult topics.
Our professional organizations have been working on

Spring 2022, Vol. 54, No. 3

61

Critical Issues - Standing Up and Pushing Back

the topic of book bans and censorship for decades, and
there are countless resources available to us in order to
counter these kinds of challenges in our own classrooms
and communities. Yet, the fight happens each day, in
small moments, and each of us needs to be prepared
to take on these challenges in our own classrooms,
schools, and communities.
So, before we share our reflections on these resources,
we provide just a bit more context as to how we arrived
at the moment leading to the writing of this article,
brought forth from a conversation at the Michigan
Reading Association Annual Conference just a few
weeks ago.

Opening the Conversation at the
Michigan Reading Association’s
2022 Conference
In conversation during the Michigan Reading Association’s Board of Directors meeting in January 2022,
board members began to express their concerns, echoing what they were already hearing in their classrooms,
schools, districts, and communities. As a way to summarize these concerns and to take action, Laura Gabrion (Wayne RESA) and Troy Hicks (Central Michigan
University) volunteered to prepare a session for the
March 2022 MRA conference. Entitled “Standing Up
and Pushing Back: A Conversation Around Book Bans
and Censorship,” the session attracted approximately
two dozen participants, and numerous resources were
added to an openly available Google Document.
Among the participants in the session, two colleagues
were very helpful in contributing additional ideas to
the shared document. First, we appreciate the many
contributions of Kathy Lester, School Library Media
Specialist and Technology Coach at East Middle
School in Plymouth-Canton Schools, who serves as a
past-president of the Michigan Association for Media
in Education (MAME) and the incoming president of
the American Association of School Librarians. Additionally, MRA’s vice-president and conference chair for
2023, Clare Pioneer High School English Teacher Andy
Schoenborn was also part of the conversation. Andy
serves as a past-president of the Michigan Council of
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Teachers of English (MCTE) and, through the 2021-22
academic year, as an interim co-president. Both Kathy
and Andy contributed several ideas to what Laura and
Troy had already begun drafting in that Google Document, which led to a small working group who—in the
month of April 2022—drafted a collaborative position
statement to be approved and distributed by the boards
of MAME, MRA, and MCTE in the months ahead.
While the work of this group continues through the
drafting of a joint position statement on the freedom to
read in Michigan, this article summarizes the curated
list of resources that were collected during our session
at the MRA conference. And, because the Google Doc
noted above is open and editable, other educators who
wish to add to it can do so by following the case-sensitive Bit.ly shortlink provided here or by scanning the
QR code in Image 1 (bit.ly/standing-up-MRA-2022).
If only to have some sense of the wide range of
resources that are available, we strongly encourage
readers to view this document and consider sharing it
with their own English/language arts faculty learning
communities, library and media specialists, school
administrators, school board members, and, of course,
to the extent that the resources are age-appropriate and
useful, their own students as well as their parents and
caregivers.

Image 1: A QR code that leads to a shared, editable
Google Document where participants shared
resources related book challenges, bans, and
censorship.
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Here, we hope to provide brief annotations on the
many resources available, nearly all of which are
hyperlinked in the Google Document. For this article,
we have gathered these resources from the professional
organizations that created them. However, it should be
noted that in the Google Document, the list is there
as a series of running notes from our session. What
we have tried to do in this article, at least briefly, is to
add a bit more context about each of these resources
and to consider the ways in which you, too, might find
them to be useful in your own classrooms, schools, and
communities.
Also, Andy has been gracious enough to provide a copy
of his “reading letter” that he sends home with students at the beginning of each school year, shown as an
appendix at the end of this article. In a passionate plea
coming from his own perspective as a parent, step-parent, and educator, he notes that “[t]his letter is long, but
the assumptions it rests upon are too important to be
treated in a superficial manner. Please take the time to
read this and know what you’re signing before you do.”
He goes on to note, “Because I respect your role as caretakers and the traditions you hold sacred, if you want
me to more closely monitor your child’s choices this
semester, by all means, call me and we’ll work out a plan
that we can both contribute to.” Still, in sharing this
letter/permission form, he also makes it clear that “[he]
will not place a tight filter on what is read in this class
and [he is] asking for [their] support in this.” Andy’s
letter is available as a copyable Google Document from
the shared notes document linked above, and he welcomes you to use it as a mentor text for your own letter.

Resources from the
American Library Association
As “the oldest and largest library association in the
world,” founded in 1876, the American Library
Association, or ALA (ala.org), serves thousands of
librarians around the country in efforts to advocate
for literacy, intellectual freedom, and the profession of
librarianship (American Library Association, n.d.). As
Kathy reminded us during the MRA session, there are
numerous state-level branches of the ALA, including
the Michigan Association for Media in Education,

or MAME (mimame.org), and the main hub of the
ALA’s advocacy activity links to additional resources on
book bans, intellectual freedom, and privacy (ala.org/
advocacy). MAME, too, has an advocacy page available from the main website, with an “advocacy toolkit”
link that leads to a Google Drive folder with dozens
of resources including templates for letters, updated
reports and statistics, and infographics related to the
state of school librarianship in Michigan.
Of note, during the session, a few resources were
highlighted:
•

•

First, we discussed the “ALA Statement on Book
Censorship,” which was released in November
of 2021 “[d]ue to a dramatic uptick in book
challenges and outright removal of books from
libraries” (2021). The statement reiterates the
idea that the current push is focused mostly on
books that highlight LGBTQIA+ and BIPOC
authors and characters, and that this contemporary effort mimics those that we have seen historically, and what led to the initial “Freedom to
Read Statement” nearly 70 years ago (1953). It
could be useful to share with school boards and
administrators, as well as community members
who are likely to adopt a stance against book
censorship and bans (ala.org/advocacy/statement-regarding-censorship).
Then, we looked at a resource produced by one
of ALA’s constituent groups, the Association for
Library Service to Children, and their “Everyday Advocacy” website (ala.org/everyday-advocacy/home). Focused on five themes—“be
informed,” “engage,” “get inspired,” “share
your story,” and “speak out,” the resources in
“the Championing Children’s Services Toolkit”
are geared, of course, for librarians, yet speak
broadly to all educators, parents, and caregivers
who want to serve as advocates for libraries
and librarians (Association for Library Service
to Children, 2018). There are tips for crafting
a clear and coherent message through social
media, a spoken “elevator pitch,” and through
organized advocacy events.
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•

•

Another timely resource produced by ALA
shared the results of a national survey of
“1,000 voters and 472 parents of children in
public school” conducted from March 1-6,
2022. Available in their “Voters Oppose Book
Bans in Libraries” page, the survey showed
that “[l]arge majorities of voters (71%) oppose
efforts to have books removed from their local
public libraries” and that they “have confidence in their local libraries to make good
decisions about what books to include in their
collections” (American Library Association,
2022). This highlights the point that a vocal
minority of constituents are making the most
noise about banning books and that consensus
opinions about the matter demonstrate trust in
libraries and librarians (ala.org/advocacy/voters-oppose-book-bans-libraries).
Finally, Kathy shared a poster that summarizes
key points from the ALA’s “Office for Intellectual Freedom” (OIF) with an outline of their
“Pause and Prepare” method for dealing with
book challenges. The steps include familiarizing yourself with the books under challenge,
engaging with your librarian, reviewing district
and school policies related to book challenges,
avoiding performative protests, reserving judgment based only on short passages of a text,
sharing and collaborating, protecting students’
rights, and reporting censorship to the ALA.
Kathy’s poster is available as a link in the
shared Google Doc, and more can be found on
the OIF’s page (oif.ala.org/oif/).

of thousands of literacy educators in nearly every
country around the world. Their “Children’s Rights
to Read initiative” is the flagship program that both
fights for access to books and other literacy-related
materials as well as students’ right to select their
own reading materials (literacyworldwide.org/
get-resources/childrens-rights-to-read). Of their
“10 Rights,” the third—“Children have the right to
choose what they read”—is of most consequence to
this discussion of censorship and book bans.
Though the ILA does not seem to address the issue
directly in their resources related to the “Children’s
Rights to Read initiative,” it is implied in the sense that
they advocate for the idea, in their white paper “The
Case for Children’s Rights to Read,” that “[c]hoice
of reading material requires access to and experience
with a wide range of texts” (2018, p. 8) and by the fact
that they are one of the dozens of organizations and
publishers that have signed on to the National Coalition Against Censorship’s (NCAC) “Statement on the
Attack on Books in Schools” (2021).
Of the many additional resources created and shared
by ILA, all available as links on the Google Doc, the
following are of note:
•

•

As with all the organizations listed here, there are
countless numbers of additional resources on the ALA’s
page, as well as from their constituent groups. We welcome readers to contribute links to our shared Google
Document.
•

Resources from the
International Literacy Association
The International Literacy Association, or ILA
(literacyworldwide.org), founded in 1956 as the
International Reading Association, supports tens

64

A February 18, 2022 blog post by author
Mark Weakland, in which he discusses how
Texas parents tried to ban his book When
Wilma Rudolph Played Basketball (Weakland,
2022).
ILA’s Children’s Literature & Reading Special
Interest Group often produces book reviews,
sometimes related to titles that are being
challenged, such as the two posts linked on the
Google Document: “Stand Up for Your Right
to Read” and “Challenged Books Can Hold
Great Insight.”
Though it will certainly be done by the time
this article goes to press, our hope is that
a recording of an April 28, 2022, webinar entitled “Censorship in School Libraries Across
the Globe” will be made available on ILA’s
website.
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Rationale Database” with support from a
Penguin Random House Education Grant
(National Council of Teachers of English,
2022). Though NCTE has long supported
educators by developing rationales for books,
these were only available by request and, soon,
will be available in a searchable database on the
NCTE website.

Resources from the
National Council of Teachers of English
The National Council of Teachers of English, or NCTE
(ncte.org), founded in 1911 as a constituent group in
the National Education Association, has since become
an organization of over 25,000 members. Of note,
NCTE began fighting censorship in the 1950s and now
has a robust Intellectual Freedom Center. A collection
of materials on the University of Illinois’ library archive,
“The Fight Against Censorship in the Classroom,”
shows NCTE’s history of opposing McCarthyism and
their publication in 1962 of “The Student’s Right to
Read,” which is now available as a position statement
on NCTE’s website (National Council of Teachers of
English Archives at the University of Illinois, 2009).
Within that position statement, there is a “Request for
Reconsideration of a Text” that could be shared with
parents, caregivers, and community members who wish
to register a concern with their school’s administration
or board of education.

Additional Resources Related to Book
Challenges, Bans, and Censorship
There are countless numbers of individuals and organizations also working to protect free speech and raise
awareness about book bans and censorship. Among
them:
•

There are, of course, numerous resources for teachers
on NCTE’s Intellectual Freedom Center, including the
following, which are linked in the Google Doc:
•

•

•

•

A collaboration with NCAC that led to the
“Free Expression Educators Handbook” (also
known as the “Responding to Book Challenges: A Handbook for Educators” in November 2020.
With NCAC and the National Council for
Social Studies, National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics, and National Science Teaching
Association, they collaboratively developed a
“Freedom to Teach: Statement against Banning
Books.”
And, as it relates to creating robust spaces for
reading in each classroom, they released in
2017 a “Statement on Classroom Libraries”
that, among other goals, “provide[s] access to
multiple resources that reflect diverse perspectives and social identities” (National Council of
Teachers of English, 2017).
Finally, in early March of 2022, NCTE
reported that it would be creating a “Book

•

Pen America (pen.org) supports a set of Advocacy and Action resources that include research
reports, articles, writers and artists at risk, and
ways to take action. Worth noting is their
research report entitled “Banned in the U.S.A.:
Rising School Book Bans Threaten Free
Expression and Students’ First Amendment
Rights.” On the report’s website, they contend that “[i]t is not just the number of books
removed that is disturbing, but the processes–
or lack thereof–through which such removals
are being carried out,” and that the book bans
affect a net total of over two million students
across more than half the states in the nation
(PEN America, 2022). Also, their Chief Executive Officer, Suzanne Nossel, is the author of
the 2020 book, Dare to Speak: Defending Free
Speech for All (2020), and there are numerous
interviews with her available online.
As mentioned above, the National Coalition Against Censorship, or NCAC (ncac.
org), was founded as an affiliated group with
activists from the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU). Their website features a form
to submit reports of censorship, and their
resource collection includes specific items for
dealing with book bans, as well as for audiences of educators, librarians, school officials,
activists, and youth themselves. Additionally,
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•

•

their Kids’ Right to Read Project (KRRP)
includes a book censorship toolkit, an interactive database of youth censorship cases, a
resource for defending LGBTQ stories, and a
discussion of the First Amendment in Schools.
The Educator Collaborative’s (theeducatorcollaborative.com) Spring 2022 Closing Keynote
Panel offered several insights and resources
related to the idea of “Thoughtfully (and Proactively) Responding to Book Challenges” (The
Educator Collaborative, LLC, 2022). Starting
at about the 17:00 minute mark, Shawna
Coppola describes the nuances and differences
between the terms “challenge,” “ban,” and
“censorship” as it relates to the entire process of
books being banned. In addition to discussing
the process for book selection as well as dealing
with challenges, Christopher Lehman and Dr.
Lois Barker Mitchell engage in a frank discussion about how to welcome LGBTQIA+ and
BIPOC colleagues to the table so they are seen
and heard beginning at about 47:40.
The PBS NewsHour has a number of segments on book bans, including segments such
as “Push to Purge Some Books from Schools
Highlights Nation’s Cultural Schism” from
April 2022 (Brown et al.) and “School Librarians Speak Out against Recent Upsurge in
Attempts to Ban Books” from December 2021
(School Librarians Speak out against Recent
Upsurge in Attempts to Ban Books, 2021). A
search of “book bans” on the main PBS website will yield over a dozen more, including an
episode from their video essay series, It’s Lit,
exploring the “fiery history” of book banning
(The Fiery History of Banned Books, 2020).

opportunities for literacy learning that we can make
available to them.
As author Art Spiegelman described in an interview
with Walter Issacson in a February 2022 episode of
Amanpour and Company when his book Maus was
banned from a school in Tennessee, the issue is not
about the book itself, but the fact that the school board
members and parents who are concerned “keep not
talking about the real issues,” which are actually centered on a deeper conversation about when, why, and
how we teach the Holocaust to our children (“Maus”
Author, 2022). In short, book bans are rarely about the
book itself.
While in many ways frustrating and sometimes outright contentious, we can also frame conversations
about books in a generative manner, inviting students,
colleagues, administrators, parents and caregivers,
school board members, and community members into
deeper dialogue about our shared beliefs in providing all students with the resources and opportunities
that they need in order to be successful in school, the
community, and life. As one final resource for this
work, please know that the Michigan Association for
Media in Education (MAME), the Michigan Council
of Teachers of English (MCTE), and the Michigan
Reading Association (MRA) all approved, in May
2022, a joint statement affirming Michigan’s students’
Freedom to Read, available to read and share (bit.ly/
MIrightread). We hope that the ideas and resources
shared here will help you as you stand up and push
back on book bans.

Conclusion
As we pause to reflect on what brought us to the conversation about book challenges, bans, and censorship
at the MRA conference in March of 2022, we find
that it really is what has brought us to conversations
about books, literacy, and learning for a collective 100+
years of shared experience in the classroom, library,
school, and community: children deserve the best
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The Freedom to Read in Michigan
A Joint Statement Prepared by
Michigan Association for Media in Education (MAME)
Michigan Council of Teachers of English (MCTE)
Michigan Reading Association (MRA)
5/14/2022

“The freedom to read is essential to our democracy.” (ALA, “The Freedom to Read Statement,” 2004).
While there are always a number of overlapping concerns related to books in our schools — including
adequate school funding to purchase materials, as well as to provide certified library staff that support
inclusive collections — as three professional organizations committed to literacy and learning, we focus
our shared attention at this moment on this matter of concern: the Freedom to Read in Michigan.
We are inspired by and indebted to the American Library Association’s 2004 statement, “The Freedom
to Read,” which was first written in 1953 and revised over decades to represent the social, political, and
cultural contexts in which book challenges — that sometimes lead to book bans and, through the bans,
censorship — is as relevant now as ever. As the ALA affirms, “Now as always in our history, reading is
among our greatest freedoms,” and we must continue to assert our rights and protect that freedom.
Book challenges and bans are not new, though the reasons for various stakeholders to push for challenges
and bans take on new forms over time. In the past, for instance, “obscenity” was a common cause for
challenging a book; today we see how those who wish to ban books still fear “obscenity,” and also fear that
their own children may feel “guilt” or “shame” about themselves. No matter the reason, these challenges
persist, and need to be addressed in a direct, clear, and swift manner.
To that end, as we consider the diverse nature of our state’s citizens and needs of various K-12 school
communities, we outline interrelated elements including the principles and the stakeholders that are
connected to The Freedom to Read in Michigan, noting the crucial role of each.

Principles
As literacy educators, we commit to the following principles in our own statement on the freedom to read.
Diversity
We support diverse library collections that affirm the identities and lives of children and youth. The
United States is a patch-work quilt of colors, ethnicities, traditions, and beliefs. So, too, are the children
who enter our schools. As argued by Dr. Rudine Sims Bishop, we want children to see themselves, and
the greater world, in our library collections through metaphorical “mirrors, windows, and sliding glass
doors” (1990). The mirrors reflect their own experiences, windows offer a view of the world beyond
their own experiences, and sliding glass doors invite them to step into new worlds to build empathy and
understanding of multiple perspectives. To that end, we encourage all stakeholders to explore and embrace
diverse and inclusive books.
Spring 2022, Vol. 54, No. 3
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Literacy
We believe that literacy is essential to success in life, both inside and outside the classroom. Literacy
success is strongly correlated with not just academic success, but also college and career access and success,
health outcomes, life expectancy, and even incarceration rates. In addition to high-quality instruction,
robust library collections that include up-to-date, curated print and digital materials support this success.
Children who find books that they like and which resonate with their identities and experiences will,
indeed, read; the ideal place to find books to support curricular and personal interests is in a school library.
Reading is the best way to improve literacy, foster empathy, create critical thinkers and, according to the
ALA (2019), “promote intellectual freedom.” To that end, we encourage literacy in all its forms, and
especially through school libraries.
Censorship and Intellectual Freedom
We are committed to supporting intellectual freedom and our students’ right to read. While we recognize
that various constituencies will have different opinions about the content and quality of the books in
our libraries, we are committed to challenging censorship, as protected by the First Amendment. To
maintain vibrant library collections while responding to community concerns, we support the processes
for challenging and — only if absolutely necessary — removing books from our schools.
If policies and procedures for selection and reconsideration are not yet in place in every district, they
should be.
Moreover, the ways in which various stakeholders are identified and invited to the development of such
policies is crucial. To the extent that it is feasible, we believe that students from the school — elementary,
middle, or high school — who would be affected by the ban should also be part of the procedure.

Stakeholders
Students’ Rights
Children, with the guidance of their parents and caregivers, have the right to make choices about what they
read as individuals. The First Amendment guarantees this right to choose and parents should be involved
in those choices. However, no individual, group of individuals, legislator, community member, or even
school board member, based on their own personal beliefs or political viewpoint, can dictate what all
students are — or are not — allowed to read. As NCTE argues, “we respect the right of individuals to be
selective in their own reading” (2018). In all cases, we believe that students themselves must have a voice
in this decision.
Parents’ and Caregivers’ Rights
We believe that parents and caregivers have always had and should retain the right and responsibility to
guide, select, and monitor their own children’s reading material; however, parents and caregivers do not
have the right to limit or prevent other childrens’ reading, even when those materials may contrast with
their own personal beliefs. Parents and caregivers do have the legal right to review and/or petition texts
— through their local school’s board-approved processes and established library collection development
procedures — or to ask for alternative selections for their own children.
School Librarians’ Rights
School librarians have the right to curate a current, diverse, and inclusive school library collection based on
established collection development policies that “support the developmental, cultural, social, and linguistic
68
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needs of all learners” (AASL, 2020). As professionals, they are entitled to due diligence and adequate
protections from their school administration and, as local contracts allow, their union. Moreover, the
school library is a classroom; school librarians, as educators, have the same rights as teachers to select,
display, and encourage students to read a variety of books.
Teachers’ Rights
We believe that teachers have the right to select whole-group, small-group, and individual texts for their
classrooms based upon “the contribution each work may make to the education of the reader, its aesthetic
value, its honesty, its readability for a particular group of students, and its appeal to young children and
adolescents” (NCTE, 2018). Knowing their students' particular passions, questions, and goals, teachers
can select and suggest books that meet them where they are, both to build their skills and motivate them
to read a variety of authors and genres in support of their continued literacy learning.
Administrators’ and School Board Members’ Rights
We believe that administrators and school board members have the right to develop and follow schoolrelated policies, including those related to book selection. We also realize that they are balancing the needs
of many (and oftentimes competing) constituencies. As they facilitate conversations and enact policies, they
must listen deeply to hear questions and concerns from these stakeholders. Yet, they must also stand firm
for the rights of all students, providing insights to the community about culturally responsive instruction
regarding the topics and themes that are relevant to the wider audience of readers in their school.

Conclusion
At a time when book challenges and bans are on the increase around our country, we affirm students’ rights
to read and parents’ and caregivers’ rights to guide their students’ choices. We also affirm the rights and
responsibilities of school librarians, teachers, administrators, and School Board members to offer books
inclusive of the diversity found nationwide. In partnership with parents and caregivers, administrators,
and colleagues, we stand firm in our belief that choice reading leads to stronger readers, critical thinkers,
lifelong learners, and empathetic citizens essential to our democracy.

The Board of Directors of the following organizations have affirmed and support the above statements:
• Michigan Association for Media in Education (MAME)
• Michigan Council of Teachers of English (MCTE)
• Michigan Reading Association (MRA)
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$SSHQGL[$QG\6FKRHQERUQ·V/HWWHUWR3DUHQWVDQG&DUHJLYHUV

Hello Caretakers,
A central goal of improving reading and writing is to establish a reading habit in the busy lives of
seniors in high school. I am hoping we can work together to recapture the pleasure and passion of
readers. This letter is long, but the assumptions it rests upon are too important to be treated in a
VXSHUÀFLDOPDQQHU3OHDVHWDNHWKHWLPHWRUHDGWKLVDQGNQRZZKDW\RX·UHVLJQLQJEHIRUH\RXGR
The best books challenge our beliefs by helping us see through different eyes - to live a different
life. For example, Nineteen MinutesE\-RGL3LFRXOWZDVZLOGO\SRSXODULQSUHYLRXV\HDUVEXWLWLV
DERXWDVFKRROVKRRWLQJDQG,WKLQNZH·GDOOUDWKHUEHOLHYHWKDWFRXOGQ·WKDSSHQKHUHDQGGRQ·WZDQW
to live the details. Yet reading allows us to confront our worst fears and live through them. Students
love this book and I recommend it to them.
,ZRQ·WNQRZWKHGHWDLOVRIHYHU\ERRNVWXGHQWVUHDGDQGUHIHUWRWKLVVHPHVWHUDQG,ZRQ·WUHmember the details of all the books I recommend to students. What I seek for all of my students is
a compulsion to read - for pleasure - for knowledge - for a passion for story or information that will
keep them into the pages of a book past our assigned time for reading - past our goal of reading a
FRXSOHRIERRNVWKLVVHPHVWHUWRRUERRNVLQZHHNV7KHEHQHÀWVDUHWUHPHQGRXV+HUH
are a few:
•

5HDGLQJUHOLHYHVVWUHVV Senior year is stressful. Reading takes you out of the present and
into another place and time; it is a perfect escape.

•

5HDGLQJEXLOGVVWDPLQD to prepare students for college. Reading for an hour or two in one
sitting is a basic expectation in college. In this class we will exercise muscles soon to be
VWUDLQHGLQWKHFRPLQJ\HDUV5HDGLQJIRUÁXHQF\DQGVWDPLQDKDVEHHQSURYHQWRLPSURYH
WKHUHDGLQJUDWHIRUVWXGHQWV)DVWUHDGLQJGHYHORSVFRQÀGHQFHDQGDQDSSHWLWHIRUERRNV
as well as teaching vocabulary in context, which improves writing, but it only happens when
VWXGHQWVÀQGERRNVWKH\ZDQWWRUHDG%XWWKHWUXWKLVVRPHRIWKRVHERRNVPLJKWPDNH\RX
uncomfortable.



7KHUHLVDORWRIWDONLQWKHPHGLDWKDW¶VWXGHQWVWRGD\ZRQ·WUHDG·EXW,EHOLHYHVWXGHQWV
substitute all of those other distractions (the internet, TV, etc.) if they feel no passion for the
ERRNDVVLJQHGWRWKHP,QP\H[SHULHQFHVWXGHQWVZKRKDYHQ·WEHHQUHDGHUVVLQFHHOHPHQtary school will suddenly become quite passionate about reading with WKHULJKWERRN in their
KDQGV%XWWKRVHERRNVPLJKWFKDOOHQJH\RXUYDOXHV,VWKDWRND\ZLWK\RX"&DQ\RXUFKLOG
choose to read CrankE\(OOHQ+RSNLQVZKLFKGHOYHVLQWRDWHHQDJHU·VGUXJDGGLFWLRQ"

,EHOLHYHZHKDYHWRWUXVWWKHVH\RXQJDGXOWVPRUH:HKDYHWRWUXVWWKDWERRNVZRQ·WFRUUXSWWKHP
anymore than the movies The Dark Knight or It might.
,WLVPRUHLPSRUWDQWWKDWWKH\·UHUHDGLQJ6R\RXPD\SLFNXSDERRNOHIWEHKLQGRQDQLJKWVWDQGDQG
open to a passage with the details of a group of child soldiers in Sudan mercilessly slaughtering
an entire village (A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy SoldierE\,VKPDHO%HDK DQGZRQGHUZK\
reading it is a homework assignment, and I will answer, “Your son or daughter chose it.” I might
have recommended it because I read it and loved it, or the book may be unfamiliar to me because
\RXUFKLOGERUURZHGLWIURPDQRWKHUVWXGHQW7KHERWWRPOLQH,ZLOOQRWSODFHDWLJKWÀOWHURQZKDWLV
UHDGLQWKLVFODVVDQG,·PDVNLQJIRU\RXUVXSSRUWLQWKLV,KRSH\RXZLOOWDONWR\RXUFKLOGDERXWZKDW
he/she is reading this trimester.
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,VXJJHVW\RXJHWDFRS\RIDERRNDQGUHDGLWLI\RX·UHFRQFHUQHGDERXWWKHFRQWHQW7KLVSDVWVXPmer, my daughter read Thirteen Reasons WhyE\-D\$VKHUDQGZKHQ,VWDUWHGUHDGLQJLW,GLGQ·W
like it at all. When I discussed it with Kendal, I was amazed at her maturity and deep understanding
of the purpose of literature—even controversial literature. As a parent, I resisted how much I did not
want Kendal inside the head of a girl shaming others for her suicide, and instead trusted Kendal to
make sense of it in coming to know this world. If you want to know more about a book your child is
reading, please try the School Library Journal web site, the American Library Association website,
RUHYHQ$PD]RQFRP2UFDOOPH³,·OOWHOO\RXZKDW,NQRZ
%HFDXVH,UHVSHFW\RXUUROHDVFDUHWDNHUVDQGWKHWUDGLWLRQV\RXKROGVDFUHGLI\RXZDQWPHWR
PRUHFORVHO\PRQLWRU\RXUFKLOG·VFKRLFHVWKLVVHPHVWHUE\DOOPHDQVFDOOPHDQGZH·OOZRUNRXWD
plan that we can both contribute to.
,I\RXVLJQWKLVLWPHDQV\RXXQGHUVWDQGERRNVZRQ·WEHEDQQHGLQP\FODVVURRPDQG\RXUFKLOGZLOO
be allowed to choose what he/she/they read(s).
Thanks for your support,
Andy Schoenborn
362XUFODVVURRPEHQHÀWVHYHU\\HDUIURPFDVWRIIV3OHDVHVHQGERRNV\RXQRORQJHUQHHGWRRXU
OLEUDU\HVSHFLDOO\RQHV\RX·YHORYHGLI\RXFDQEHDUWRSDUWZLWKWKHP%HWWHU\HWFRPHWRFODVV
and share a book with us. Share your passion for reading; get to know these amazing students at
3+6,ZRXOGORYHWRKDYH\RXMRLQXVVRPHPRUQLQJ7KDQN\RX
I have read and agree to the contents of this letter.

__________________________
VWXGHQW·VQDPH
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FDUHWDNHU·VQDPH

Michigan Reading Journal

Troy Hicks, Laura Gabrion, Kathy Lester, and Andy Schoenborn

References

Author Biographies

NOTE: Additional sources cited in the text are available as links from the
conference session’s shared Google Document, available at: http://bit.
ly/standing-up-MRA-2022
American Library Association. (1953, 2004). The freedom to read statement.
Advocacy, legislation & issues. https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement
American Library Association. (2021, November 29). ALA statement on book
censorship. Advocacy, legislation & issues. https://www.ala.org/advocacy/statement-regarding-censorship
American Library Association. (2022, March 21). Voters oppose book bans in
libraries. Advocacy, legislation & issues. https://www.ala.org/advocacy/
voters-oppose-book-bans-libraries
American Library Association. (n.d.). About ALA. https://www.ala.org/
aboutala/
Association for Library Service to Children. (2018, January 4). Everyday
advocacy. https://www.ala.org/everyday-advocacy/home
Bellamy-Walker, T. (2022, January 6). Book bans in schools are catching fire.
Black authors say uproar isn’t about students. NBC News. https://www.
nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/book-bans-schools-are-catching-fire-blackauthors-say-uproar-isnt-stud-rcna10228
Brown, J., Davenport, A. A., & Thoet, A. (2022, April 6). Push to purge some
books from schools highlights nation’s cultural schism. PBS NewsHour.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/push-to-purge-some-booksfrom-schools-highlights-nations-cultural-schism
Educator Collaborative, The. (2022, April 2). Spring 2022 closing keynote:
Thoughtfully (and proactively) responding to book challenges. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjQ0LBiz0L8
Ellis, L. The fiery history of banned books. (2020, September 21). PBS Learning Media. https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-firey-history-of-banned-books-video/its-lit-season-2/
Harris, E. A., & Alter, A. (2022, January 30). Book ban efforts spread across
the U.S. The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/30/
books/book-ban-us-schools.html
International Literacy Association. (2018). The case for children’s rights
to read. https://www.literacyworldwide.org/docs/default-source/
resource-documents/the-case-for-childrens-rights-to-read.pdf
Isaacson, W. “Maus” author: TN school board wants a “gentler Holocaust.”
(2022, April 2). PBS & Amanpour and Company. https://www.pbs.
org/wnet/amanpour-and-company/video/maus-author-tn-schoolboard-wants-a-gentler-holocaust-9ybzbv-2/
National Coalition Against Censorship. (2021, December 8). NCAC leads
coalition statement on the attack on books in schools. https://ncac.org/
news/attack-on-books
National Council of Teachers of English. (2017). Statement on classroom
libraries. https://ncte.org/statement/classroom-libraries/
National Council of Teachers of English. (2022, March 7). NCTE creates
book rationale database with Penguin Random House education
grant. https://ncte.org/blog/2022/03/ncte-creates-book-rationale-database-penguin-random-house-education-grant/
National Council of Teachers of English Archives at the University of
Illinois. (2009). The fight against censorship in the classroom. https://
archives.library.illinois.edu/ncte/about/february.php
Nossel, S. (2020). Dare to speak: Defending free speech for all. Dey Street
Books.
PEN America. (2022). Banned in the USA: Rising school book bans threaten
free expression and students’ First Amendment rights. https://pen.org/
banned-in-the-usa/
Sreenivasan, H. School librarians speak out against recent upsurge in attempts
to ban books. (2021, December 11). https://www.pbs.org/newshour/
show/school-librarians-speak-out-against-recent-upsurge-in-attemptsto-ban-books
Weakland, M. (2022, February 18). They tried to ban my book. Literacy Now.
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-now/2022/02/18/
they-tried-to-ban-my-book

Dr. Troy Hicks is a professor of English and education at Central Michigan University. He directs the
Chippewa River Writing Project and collaborates with
K–12 colleagues to explore how they implement newer
literacies in their classrooms. Dr. Hicks has authored
dozens of resources including books, articles, chapters,
blog posts, and other media broadly related to the
teaching of literacy in our digital age. Contact him at
<hickstro@gmail.com>.
Dr. Laura Gabrion is a Literacy Consultant at Wayne
Regional Educational Service Agency. She is interested
in disciplinary literacy pedagogy, writing self-efficacy
research and application, and integrating technology to
enhance instruction. She can be reached at <gabriol@
resa.net>.
Kathy Lester is a certified School Librarian at East
Middle School in Plymouth, Michigan. She is President-Elect, 2021-2022, for the American Association
of School Librarians (AASL). She is also an American
Library Association (ALA) Councilor at Large and a
member of the ALA Committee for Library Advocacy
and the ALA Library Ecosystem Subcommittee. She is a
current board member and past president of the Michigan Association for Media in Education (MAME) and
a member of the Michigan Library Association (MLA)
Advocacy and Legislative Committee. She can be
reached at <kathyL@mimame.org>.
Andy Schoenborn is an award-winning author and
high school English teacher in Michigan at Clare Public
Schools. He focuses his work on progressive literacy
methods including student-centered critical thinking,
digital collaboration, and professional development. He
is a past-president of the Michigan Council of Teachers
of English, Vice President for the Michigan Reading
Association, and Teacher Consultant for the Chippewa
River Writing Project. Contact him at <aschoenborn76@gmail.com>.

Spring 2022, Vol. 54, No. 3

73

